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In the north his dominions included Nisch and Bel-
grade ; in the east he held most of the towns on the
Struma and the Vardar, and thus connected -Mace-
donia with Sofia and the east of Bulgaria. Opposed
as he was to the Emperor at Constantinople, he
naturally looked to Rome for his crown, like Simeon
and Peter ; but he was statesman enough to see that
it was only by a strict neutrality in the theological
disputes of his subjects that he could keep it. The
parties of the Roman Catholics, the Orthodox Greek
Church, and the Bogomiles were so evenly divided in
his domains, that no other course was open to him.

The confusion, which followed the death of the
Emperor Zimisces, induced the people of Eastern
Bulgaria to revolt against their Byzantine masters.
In Samuel they found a leader, and in a short time
all the Bulgarian towns on the Danube opened their
gates to him. Meanwhile the captive Czar, Boris II.,
and his brother had escaped from Constantinople.
But the unhappy Boris, on his way home, was killed
by one of his former subjects, who imagined from his
garb that he was a Greek. His brother escaped to
Samuel's court, where he was received with favour
and entrusted with an important post. Having
Bulgaria at his feet the Czar marched southwards
into Thessaly, then inhabited by a considerable
Slavonic population, and by the capture of Larissa
provided himself with a Greek wife.

But in Basil II., the new Emperor, the Bulgarian
Czar found a foeman worthy of his steel From his
early years this heartless ascetic seemed to have but
one desire, the complete subjugation of the Bulgarian